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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Claims 8-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lam (5,607,444) in view of Kim (6,270,524). 
Lam, in figures 5 and 7, for example, discloses the steps of 
providing a stent having a first section 24 and a second section 
25, mounting the stent on a catheter (figure 7) having a long 
balloon (the long balloon on the left side of the figure) and a 
short balloon (the short balloon on the right side of the 
figure) , wherein the long balloon and short balloon are 
positioned side by side (i.e. in the configuration shown in 
figure 7, the balloons are positioned side by side since the 
lower portion of the short balloon is positioned by the side of 
the long balloon because the short balloon curves downwardly 
near the side of the long balloon) , advancing the catheter and 
stent through the vascular system to a position proximal of the 
bifurcation 22, positioning the stent so that the second section 
25 is aligned with the opening to the side branch vessel (the 
vessel oriented generally vertically in figure 7) , inflating the 
balloons to radially expand the stent so that the first section 
24 is apposes and contacts the main vessel (the vessel oriented 
generally horizontally in figure 7) proximal of the bifurcation 
and the second section 25 is apposes and contacts the opening of 
the side branch vessel and deflating the balloons and 
withdrawing the catheter. Lam fails to specifically disclose 
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that the first and second sections have a plurality of rings. 
However, Lam teaches that the stent possesses a tubular 
structure with some geometric pattern that facilitates shape 
retention and expansion (col. 5, lines 49-65). Kim teaches that 
a stent should be constructed of a plurality of rings 14 
apparently in order to obtain the advantage of facilitating 
shape retention and expansion (col. 9, lines 22-33). It would 
have been obvious to use this construction for the Lam stent so 
that it would have the above described advantage. As to claim 
8, the second section 25 of Lam inherently forms an elliptical 
cross-section when conforming to the vessel walls 41 (as 
described in col. 7, lines 8-10) since it expands greatly in the 
directions to the top and bottom of figure 7 (along the axis of 
the side branch vessel) but curves around the circumference of 
the side branch vessel (in directions out of the plane of the 
paper of figure 7) . Alternatively, assuming arguendo that Lam 
fails to inherently disclose an elliptical cross section, Kim 
teaches that the cross-section of a stent should be elliptical 
when expanded in order to conform to the inner luminal wall 
(col. 7, lines 16-25 and col. 10, lines 30-33). It would have 
been obvious to make the cross-section of the Lam stent 
elliptical when expanded so that it too would have this 
advantage. As to claims 11-14, Lam fails to disclose the 
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specific rapid exchange catheter. However, it is old and well 
known in this art to use rapid exchange catheters to facilitate 
easy exchange of the catheters. It would have been obvious to 
use such a catheter in the Lam procedure in order to obtain this 
advantage. The above well known in the art statement is taken 
to be admitted prior art because applicant failed to traverse 
the examiner's assertion (M.P.E.P. 2144.03). 

Applicant's arguments filed Dec. 28, 2004 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. The allegation that the 
balloon on the right side of figure 7 of Lam is not a short 
balloon relative to the long balloon on the left side of the 
figure because "it has an irregular shape" is not well taken. 
Simply looking at figure 7 with the naked eye reveals that the 
left balloon is more than twice as long as the right balloon as 
measured along the longitudinal axis of the catheter. Even if 
one considers the longest dimension of the right balloon (the 
vertical dimension in figure 7) to be its length, it still is 
noticeably shorter than the left balloon. Further, the lower 
portion of the short balloon is positioned by the side of the 
long balloon as set forth above. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Note col. 11, 
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lines 24-44, col. 12, lines 15-29 and figure 17 of Adams et al . 
(6,099,497) . 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL • Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action 
is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS 
of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will 
expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (571)272-4704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can 
be reached on (571)272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306. 
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